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Division of Rheumatology and Immunology, University of California, Los Angels, CA, United StatesIn December 1992, a small group of interested clinicians
and researchers convened in Paris for the ﬁrst time as the
Osteoarthritis Research Society. Our stated purpose was
to create an avenue for the presentation of osteoarthritis
research for the international community. At this initial meet-
ing, we determined that OARS (later renamed the Osteoar-
thritis Research Society International, OARSI) should be
dedicated to promotion, encouragement and distribution of
fundamental and applied research in osteoarthritis in order
to permit a better knowledge of osteoarthritis and its treat-
ment. We also voted to create a society journal, for which
I was volunteered as editor.
OARSI is succeeding in all of its objectives. International
meetings are now held yearly, and the ofﬁcial journal of the
society, Osteoarthritis and Cartilage, is a respected forum
for presentation of new and exciting ﬁndings. Osteoarthritis
and Cartilage is the only journal fully devoted to osteoarthri-
tis and has become the leading journal in this ﬁeld with
a 2006 impact factor of 4.017, the best in orthopedics and
sixth in rheumatology. The journal started in 1993 with
four issues per year and presently publishes monthly with
an approximate 40% acceptance rate, demonstrating
a tough editorial process. Within two years of its inception,
the journal was listed with the National Library of Medicine
(Index Medicus, Medline) and ISI (Life Sciences edition of
Current Contents). On December 1, 2004, Osteoarthritis
and Cartilage became fully electronic. Since that time, the
manuscript submission rate has increased from 15 per
month to the present level of 45 per month. In an attempt*Address correspondence to: Dr R. D. Altman. E-mail: journals
@royaltman.com
635to keep pace with the increase in accepted manuscripts,
published pages per issue have increased from 75 in
2002 to 120 in 2008, and will probably have to increase
again in the near future. We are now in the 16th year of
publication. The journal’s ﬁnancial success has been built
on a growing society membership, as well as supplements,
reprint sales and strong industrial support. For the past sev-
eral years, the journal has also functioned as the ofﬁcial
journal of the International Cartilage Research Society.
Our journal’s impressive success is possible because of
the devotion of many people. The Associate Editors, whose
decisions are not questioned, have worked tirelessly with
little reward. Thousands of authors have submitted manu-
scripts over the years, presenting basic research, clinical re-
search, epidemiology, imaging, guidelines e virtually every
aspect of osteoarthritis. Our more than 1000 reviewers have
been amazing; they have never compromised for quality,
and if they are tardy with their reviews, it is only because
of the seriousness with which they view their tasks. More-
over, our success is in no small part related to the cooper-
ation of the publisher. Elsevier has been responsive,
cooperative and proactive. I am purposely not citing names
as it would make this last note of mine far too long. I do
greatly appreciate the assistance you all have provided to
me over the past 16 years.
This is my last issue as Editor-in-Chief of Osteoarthritis
and Cartilage, which I am certain will continue to be suc-
cessful. I wish the new team for Osteoarthritis and Cartilage
and OARSI to continue growth and success in the future.
